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ebb Verb To gradually decrease or 
diminish 

                  The popularity of the show 
began to ebb after the final 
season. 

decline, diminish, 
wane 

increase, rise, 
flow 

ebullient Adjective Cheerful and full of energy             
న 

         She was ebullient after 
hearing the good news. 

exuberant, lively, 
enthusiastic 

depressed, 
apathetic, 
subdued 

ecstasy Noun An overwhelming feeling 
of happiness or excitement 

 న                  He felt pure ecstasy at the 
surprise party thrown by his 
friends. 

bliss, joy, elation misery, 
despair, 
unhappiness 

emasculate Verb To make something 
weaker or less effective 

    న                
   

Constant criticism can 
emasculate even the 
strongest individuals. 

weaken, 
debilitate, 
enervate 

strengthen, 
empower, 
energize 

egregious Adjective Outstandingly bad or 
shocking 

                   The report uncovered an 
egregious abuse of power. 

outrageous, 
shocking, 
appalling 

minor, slight, 
negligible 

elated Adjective Very happy and excited  న      
       న 

         She was elated when she 
found out she got the job. 

overjoyed, 
thrilled, 
delighted 

depressed, 
disappointed, 
miserable 

eloquence Noun Fluent or persuasive 
speaking or writing 

        
         

        

      His eloquence impressed 
everyone at the conference. 

fluency, 
expressiveness, 
articulacy 

inarticulacy, 
silence, 
dullness 

elucidate Verb To make something clear; 
explain 

                 The teacher tried to 
elucidate the complex topic 
for the students. 

clarify, explain, 
illuminate 

confuse, 
obscure, 
complicate 

elusive Adjective Difficult to find, catch, or 
achieve 

                      

     

The solution to the problem 
has been elusive so far. 

intangible, 
evasive, tricky 

accessible, 
reachable, 
tangible 

elude Verb To evade or escape from 
something 

                       The criminal managed to 
elude the police for several 
days. 

evade, escape, 
dodge 

confront, 
face, seek 
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emanate Verb To come out from a source                     A strange sound seemed to 
emanate from the forest. 

originate, 
emerge, issue 

absorb, take 
in 

emancipate Verb To set free from 
restrictions 

                       The new law was meant to 
emancipate marginalized 
communities. 

liberate, free, 
release 

confine, 
restrain, 
imprison 

embargo Noun An official ban on trade or 
activity 

            The country placed an 
embargo on imported goods 
to protect local businesses. 

ban, prohibition, 
restriction 

permission, 
allowance 

embark Verb To begin a journey or 
activity 

                    They decided to embark on a 
road trip across the country. 

begin, start, 
commence 

disembark, 
cease, stop 

embellish Verb To make something more 
attractive by adding details 

       
           

        She loves to embellish her 
stories to make them more 
interesting. 

decorate, adorn, 
beautify 

simplify, 
spoil, 
disfigure 

embezzlement Noun The theft of funds placed 
in one's trust 

           ಪ  ಣ The accountant was arrested 
for embezzlement of 
company funds. 

theft, 
misappropriation
, fraud 

integrity, 
honesty 

embrace Verb To hold closely in one’s 
arms; to accept readily 

    న             They embraced each other 
after being apart for so long. 

hug, hold, accept reject, 
release, push 
away 

embroil Verb To involve someone in 
conflict or difficulties 

                   He didn’t want to embroil 
himself in their family feud. 

entangle, 
involve, 
implicate 

untangle, 
simplify, 
disengage 

emend Verb To make corrections or 
improvements to text 

                The editor had to emend the 
draft before publication. 

correct, edit, 
revise 

damage, 
worsen 

eminent Adjective Famous or respected 
within a particular field 

        న ಪ     She is an eminent scholar in 
her field. 

distinguished, 
renowned, 
esteemed 

unknown, 
insignificant, 
obscure 

emolument Noun A salary or fee from 
employment 

    ಪ     The emolument from the job 
was quite satisfying. 

salary, payment, 
compensation 

loss, debt 

empathy Noun The ability to understand 
another's feelings 

    న       
          

         Her empathy made her an 
excellent counselor. 

understanding, 
compassion, 
sympathy 

apathy, 
indifference 
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empirical Adjective Based on observation or 
experience 

 న                    The study provided empirical 
evidence for the theory. 

observational, 
experiential, 
factual 

theoretical, 
hypothetical 

emulate Verb To try to equal or surpass 
someone or something 

 న                 Many young players try to 
emulate their favorite 
athletes. 

imitate, copy, 
mimic 

neglect, 
ignore 

enamored Adjective In love with or very 
interested in something 

           న          He was deeply enamored 
with her intelligence. 

infatuated, 
captivated, 
charmed 

disenchanted
, indifferent 

encompass Verb To include 
comprehensively 

                      The museum's collection 
encompasses art from 
around the world. 

include, 
surround, 
embrace 

exclude, omit 

encroachment Noun Intrusion on a person’s 
territory or rights 

         
          

      The new building is an 
encroachment on the park’s 
land. 

intrusion, 
infringement, 
violation 

retreat, 
withdrawal 

encumber Verb To restrict or burden                    She didn’t want to encumber 
herself with unnecessary 
responsibilities. 

burden, hamper, 
obstruct 

unburden, 
aid, assist 

endear Verb To make beloved or 
admired 

       న     
      

          

      

His kindness and humility 
endeared him to everyone. 

charm, captivate, 
attract 

alienate, 
repel 

endemic Adjective Native or restricted to a 
particular area 

             This disease is endemic to 
the tropical regions. 

native, local, 
indigenous 

foreign, 
nonnative 

enduring Adjective Long-lasting or continuing         న         Their friendship has been 
enduring despite many 
challenges. 

lasting, 
persistent, 
resilient 

short-lived, 
temporary, 
fleeting 

enervate Verb To weaken or reduce in 
strength 

    న                   The heat tends to enervate 
even the strongest workers. 

weaken, exhaust, 
drain 

strengthen, 
energize, 
invigorate 

engender Verb To cause or give rise to                 The new policy could 
engender positive change. 

cause, produce, 
create 

suppress, 
discourage, 
prevent 
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engross Verb To absorb all the attention 
of someone 

       
         

         The book was so captivating 
that it engrossed him 
completely. 

absorb, involve, 
immerse 

bore, 
disenchant 

enhance Verb To improve the quality or 
value of something 

                    Adding a bit of salt can 
enhance the flavor of the 
dish. 

improve, boost, 
augment 

diminish, 
reduce, 
degrade 

enigma Noun Something mysterious or 
puzzling 

       న 

     

     She remains an enigma to 
her friends, revealing little 
about herself. 

mystery, puzzle, 
riddle 

clarity, 
certainty 

enmity Noun A state of hostility or 
opposition 

               There was deep enmity 
between the two rival 
groups. 

hostility, 
animosity, 
antagonism 

friendship, 
goodwill, 
harmony 

enormous Adjective Very large in size, quantity, 
or extent 

             

        

The skyscraper was of 
enormous size, towering 
over the city. 

huge, immense, 
gigantic 

tiny, small, 
minuscule 

ensue Verb To happen or occur 
afterward as a result 

       
           

     

       

A heated argument may 
ensue if they continue this 
discussion. 

follow, result, 
proceed 

precede, 
cause 

entail Verb To involve as a necessary 
part 

       న 

             

        This job will entail a lot of 
responsibility. 

involve, require, 
demand 

exclude, lack 

enthrall Verb To captivate or hold the 
attention 

                    The magician's tricks 
enthralled the audience. 

captivate, 
fascinate, charm 

bore, repel, 
disenchant 

entice Verb To attract by offering 
pleasure or advantage 

                 The aroma of the food 
enticed him into the 
restaurant. 

tempt, lure, 
attract 

repel, 
discourage, 
dissuade 

entomology Noun The study of insects                       She is studying entomology 
to learn more about insects. 

insectology, 
zoology 

zoology (if 
referring to 
broader 
science) 

entreat Verb To ask earnestly; to beg  న       ಣ   I entreat you to listen 
carefully to my concerns. 

beg, plead, 
implore 

demand, 
command 
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enumerate Verb To mention things one by 
one 

                He began to enumerate the 
reasons why he chose this 
path. 

list, detail, 
itemize 

estimate, 
guess 

enunciate Verb To pronounce clearly                        

      

Please enunciate your words 
clearly for the audience. 

pronounce, 
articulate, 
express 

mumble, 
whisper 

ephemeral Adjective Lasting for a very short 
time 

           
 న  

        The beauty of a sunset is 
often ephemeral. 

short-lived, 
fleeting, 
temporary 

enduring, 
lasting, 
permanent 

epilogue Noun A section at the end of a 
book or play 

                       The book's epilogue gave a 
glimpse into the character's 
future. 

afterword, 
postscript, 
conclusion 

prologue, 
preface 

epitome Noun A perfect example of a 
quality or type 

       న       ಪ   She is the epitome of 
kindness and generosity. 

personification, 
embodiment, 
essence 

antithesis, 
opposite 

equivocal Adjective Open to more than one 
interpretation 

                 His answers were equivocal, 
leaving them uncertain. 

ambiguous, 
unclear, vague 

clear, 
definite, 
obvious 

erode Verb To gradually wear away                The constant rain began to 
erode the hillside. 

wear away, 
deteriorate, 
corrode 

strengthen, 
build 

errant Adjective Straying from the proper 
course 

       
              

     The errant knight wandered 
far from his kingdom. 

wandering, 
straying, 
wayward 

behaving, 
correct 

erratic Adjective Irregular or unpredictable         న      His performance was too 
erratic for him to win the 
match. 

unpredictable, 
inconsistent, 
variable 

consistent, 
regular 

erroneous Adjective Wrong; incorrect      న       The data was erroneous, 
leading to incorrect results. 

incorrect, wrong, 
mistaken 

correct, 
accurate, 
factual 
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erudite Adjective Having or showing great 
knowledge 

                She gave an erudite lecture 
on ancient philosophy. 

knowledgeable, 
scholarly, 
learned 

ignorant, 
uneducated 

eschew Verb To deliberately avoid                    He eschews all forms of 
processed foods for health 
reasons. 

avoid, shun, 
abstain from 

embrace, 
accept 

espionage Noun The practice of spying          ಪ    The spy was convicted of 
espionage against his 
country. 

spying, 
surveillance, 
intelligence 

openness, 
transparency 

espouse Verb To adopt or support a 
cause or belief 

            ಪ      They espouse the philosophy 
of non-violence. 

support, adopt, 
advocate 

reject, 
oppose 

esteem Verb To regard with respect                 She held her mentor in high 
esteem. 

respect, 
admiration, 
honor 

disrespect, 
disdain, 
contempt 

estranged Adjective No longer close or 
affectionate 

       న         She became estranged from 
her family after moving 
abroad. 

alienated, 
separated, 
distant 

reconciled, 
close, 
connected 

ethnology Noun The study of different 
cultures 

      

    న  
          He studies ethnology to 

understand different cultures 
better. 

anthropology, 
cultural study 

homogeneity 
(opposite 
concept) 

eulogistic Adjective Expressing praise or 
admiration 

            న        

        

The speech was eulogistic, 
filled with praise for the late 
leader. 

praising, 
laudatory, 
complimentary 

critical, 
disparaging 

eulogy Noun A speech or writing in 
praise of someone 

              His daughter delivered a 
heartfelt eulogy at his 
funeral. 

tribute, praise, 
homage 

criticism, 
denunciation 

euphemism Noun A mild term for something 
harsh 

       న              He used a euphemism to 
avoid sounding too harsh. 

substitute, 
understatement, 
mild expression 

directness, 
dysphemism 

euphony Noun Pleasant sound                    The euphony of the choir 
was soothing to hear. 

melody, 
harmony, 
resonance 

cacophony, 
dissonance 
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euphoria Noun A feeling of intense 
happiness 

 న      
       న      

           Winning the competition 
filled him with euphoria. 

joy, happiness, 
elation 

depression, 
despair 

evasive Adjective Tending to avoid 
commitment or self-
revelation 

                         She gave evasive answers 
during the interview. 

elusive, 
ambiguous, 
vague 

direct, open, 
clear 

evince Verb To show or reveal clearly                   He evinced little interest in 
the proposal. 

reveal, show, 
display 

conceal, hide 

evoke Verb To bring a feeling, 
memory, or image to mind 

            ಪ     The painting evokes a sense 
of calm and serenity. 

call forth, 
summon, elicit 

suppress, 
stifle 

exacerbate Verb To make a problem worse                     His rude remarks only served 
to exacerbate the situation. 

worsen, 
intensify, 
aggravate 

alleviate, 
improve, 
mitigate 

exalt Verb To praise highly              The poet was exalted for his 
contribution to literature. 

praise, glorify, 
elevate 

demean, 
criticize 

exasperate Verb To irritate intensely                    Her lateness began to 
exasperate her boss. 

irritate, annoy, 
anger 

calm, please, 
pacify 

exchequer Noun A national treasury  న             Funds were withdrawn from 
the exchequer for the new 
project. 

treasury, funds, 
reserves 

poverty, 
insolvency 

exculpate Verb To clear from blame          
          

          The evidence served to 
exculpate the accused. 

absolve, clear, 
exonerate 

accuse, 
blame 

execrate Verb To feel or express great 
loathing for 

               They execrated the brutal 
dictator’s regime. 

loathe, detest, 
despise 

praise, bless 

exemplary Adjective Serving as a desirable 
model 

       న      His exemplary behavior 
earned him respect. 

ideal, model, 
perfect 

poor, 
unworthy 

exemplify Verb To be an example of        

      

        His life exemplifies the value 
of hard work. 

illustrate, 
demonstrate, 
embody 

obscure, 
misrepresent 

exempt Adjective Free from obligation          ಪ   She is exempt from jury duty 
because of her age. 

excused, 
excluded, spared 

obligated, 
required 
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exertion Noun Physical or mental effort         The exertion from climbing 
left him breathless. 

effort, labor, 
strain 

rest, 
relaxation 

exhale Verb To breathe out                  She took a deep breath and 
exhaled slowly. 

breathe out, 
expel, emit 

inhale, 
breathe in 

exhort Verb To strongly encourage or 
urge to do something 

            ಪ         The coach exhorted the team 
to give their best. 

urge, encourage, 
press 

discourage, 
dissuade 

exhume Verb To dig out something 
buried 

                     The authorities decided to 
exhume the body for 
investigation. 

dig up, disinter, 
uncover 

bury, inter 

exigency Noun An urgent need or demand                   The exigency of the situation 
required immediate action. 

urgency, need, 
demand 

non-urgency, 
unimportanc
e 

exonerate Verb To free from blame          
          

        The investigation served to 
exonerate him of all charges. 

clear, absolve, 
acquit 

blame, 
charge 

exorbitant Adjective Unreasonably high in price 
or amount 

             The price of the designer bag 
was exorbitant. 

excessive, 
extravagant, 
unreasonable 

reasonable, 
moderate 

exotic Adjective Attractive because it is 
unusual or different 

       న       The market was full of exotic 
fruits from distant lands. 

foreign, unusual, 
strange 

common, 
native 

expatiate Verb To speak or write at length                He began to expatiate on his 
theories in great detail. 

elaborate, 
expand, expound 

condense, 
summarize 

expatriate Noun A person living outside 
their native country 

               He became an expatriate, 
living in Japan for a decade. 

emigrant, exile, 
non-native 

native, 
citizen 

expedite Verb To make a process happen 
sooner 

            
      

          They worked overtime to 
expedite the process. 

accelerate, 
speed up, hasten 

delay, hinder 

expeditious Adjective Quick and efficient          న   ಣ The expeditious service 
impressed the clients. 

swift, prompt, 
efficient 

slow, delayed 

expiate Verb To make amends for           
      

  ಪ He tried to expiate his 
mistakes by helping others. 

atone, redeem, 
make amends 

blame, 
accuse 
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explicit Adjective Stated clearly and in detail        న      The instructions were explicit 
and easy to follow. 

clear, definite, 
specific 

implicit, 
vague 

exploit Verb To make use of (often 
unfairly) 

             The company was accused of 
exploiting its workers. 

utilize, 
manipulate, take 
advantage of 

protect, 
conserve 

expound Verb To explain in detail                He expounded on his 
philosophy in his latest book. 

explain, 
elaborate, clarify 

confuse, 
obscure 

expunge Verb To erase or remove 
completely 

                   She wanted to expunge the 
bad memories from her 
mind. 

erase, remove, 
delete 

include, add 

expurgate Verb To remove unsuitable 
content 

 న        న  
          

        The publisher decided to 
expurgate the explicit 
scenes. 

censor, cleanse, 
sanitize 

include, 
permit 

extant Adjective Still existing  న               The ancient ruins are the 
only extant remains of the 
city. 

existing, 
remaining, 
surviving 

extinct, gone 

extemporaneou
s 

Adjective Spoken or done without 
preparation 

             ಣ His speech was 
extemporaneous and 
heartfelt. 

improvised, 
spontaneous, 
unplanned 

prepared, 
rehearsed 

extenuate Verb To make (guilt or an 
offense) seem less serious 

           
      

       

        

The judge considered 
circumstances that could 
extenuate his offense. 

mitigate, lessen, 
diminish 

aggravate, 
worsen 

extirpate Verb To root out and destroy 
completely 

         
   

      The goal is to extirpate the 
disease entirely. 

eradicate, 
eliminate, 
remove 

implant, 
establish 

extol Verb To praise enthusiastically                 The critics extolled the play’s 
powerful performances. 

praise, 
commend, 
applaud 

criticize, 
denounce 

extort Verb To obtain by force or 
threats 

         
       

      The gang tried to extort 
money from the 
businessman. 

extract, force, 
coerce 

give, offer 

extradition Noun The process of handing         ಪ   ಪ    The court approved the deportation, sheltering, 
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over a criminal           extradition of the suspect. handover, 
surrender 

asylum 

extraneous Adjective Irrelevant or unrelated          న        The report included 
extraneous information not 
related to the case. 

irrelevant, 
unrelated, 
unnecessary 

essential, 
relevant 

extricate Verb To free from a constraint                      The firefighter managed to 
extricate the cat from the 
tree. 

free, release, 
disentangle 

entangle, 
ensnare 

extrinsic Adjective Not part of the essential 
nature 

          Rewards can serve as 
extrinsic motivators. 

external, outside, 
nonessential 

intrinsic, 
essential 

extrovert Noun An outgoing, socially 
confident person 

          న              He is an extrovert who loves 
meeting new people. 

outgoing, 
sociable, lively 

introvert, 
reserved 

exuberance Noun Joyful enthusiasm                The children ran around with 
exuberance. 

enthusiasm, 
excitement, 
liveliness 

calm, 
dullness 

exult Verb To show or feel elation  న             He exulted in his team's 
victory. 

rejoice, 
celebrate, revel 

mourn, 
grieve 

 


